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Press Release                              

	Contact: Chief Jim Crace
Phone: (218)729-1200
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Case Numbers: 
N/A




Date:


05/28/13
Incident:

Pet Owners Advisory
Location:

City Wide


Incident Date:
N/A
Incident Time:
N/A
     Hermantown Police Department

Synopsis

With more residents taking advantage of better weather, the Hermantown Police Department has responded to an increasing number of dog-related incidents.  It appears that many residents are not completely informed on Hermantown ordinances relating to pets.  With that in mind, here is a brief summary:

· Residents can have THREE dogs and THREE cats.  If a resident wishes to have more than this allowed number, they need to apply for a maximum dog/cat exception license from the City.  

· All dogs and cats residing in the City must be licensed by the Hermantown Police Department.  Licenses are $10 each and are valid for the calendar year.  Residents must provide proof of up-to-date rabies shots for each animal being licensed when purchasing the licenses.  

· Hermantown has a "leash law", as it is commonly called.  All residents must be in control of their dog(s) at all times.  This can be done by using an electronic fence, a regular fence, or simply by keeping the dog on a leash or chain.  

· Dogs must not continually bark to the point of bothering others.  It is the owner's responsibility to make sure that animals are not creating a noise disturbance.

Our police officers respond to frequent calls of dogs running at large.  If an officer gets this type of call and he or she cannot determine where the dog lives because the animal doesn't have tags/Hermantown license, it will be brought to Animal Allies.  

The police department has recently responded to several recent dog bite incidents, as well.   If a dog bites someone, the police department will send the dog owner a letter indicating that their dog is considered "potentially dangerous." If the dog is involved in another biting incident, the owner will be notified that their dog is a "dangerous dog," and will have several additional rules to follow, including obtaining a surety bond in the amount of $300,000.   

Again, this is just a summary of the City of Hermantown's ordinances.  Full ordinances can be found on the City of Hermantown's website at www.hermantownmn.com.  Pet owners can be issued citations for not being in compliance with local ordinances.  

