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The following are selected police related incidents that the Hermantown Police Department has responded to this week.





Disturbance:


On 07/13/16, Officer Wick took the report of possible criminal sexual conduct.  This incident is under investigation.


  


Driving While Intoxicated:


On 07/10/16 at 1:23 a.m., Chief Crace was working a Toward Zero Death special traffic enforcement shift.  While on a traffic stop, he observed a truck driving toward him and it appeared that the vehicle was going to hit his squad.  After Chief Crace waved his flashlight at the driver, the truck abruptly moved over and accelerated.  Chief Crace ended the traffic stop he was on and followed the vehicle.  After observing that it could not stay within its lane, he performed a traffic stop and made contact with the 46-year-old male driver.  The man showed a number of signs of intoxication and failed field sobriety testing.  His preliminary breath test resulted in a reading of .228% blood alcohol contact.  The man later refused a breath test at the Hermantown Police Department.  He was lodged at the St. Louis County Jail for 2nd degree test refusal, and 3rd degree DWI. 





On 07/10/16 at 4:34 a.m., McDonald's reported a male in the drive thru with an open bottle of alcohol in his cup holder.  In addition, the male was attempting to open the drive thru window from the outside.  Officers located the man in the drive thru and he immediately pulled to a parking spot when squads pulled behind him.  The 26-year-old male stated he had gotten off work at 3 a.m. and wanted breakfast at McDonald's.  The man did not correctly perform a preliminary breath test, so officers took a manual sample that read .147% blood alcohol content.  The man later demanded a blood test, and although officers explained that he was being offered a breath test only, he declined to perform the test.  He was lodged at the St. Louis County Jail on charges of 2nd degree test refusal, 3rd degree DWI, open bottle, and driving after suspension.  





Just before 4 p.m. on 07/10/16, Sgt. Marsolek was performing Toward Zero Death special traffic enforcement when he attempted to perform a traffic stop on a speeding vehicle.  The vehicle proceeded through stop signs without making any attempt to stop or slow down for other traffic.  The pursuit continued for 35.5 miles; it ended when Sgt. Marsolek was able to perform a PIT maneuver, forcing the vehicle off the roadway and into a campground.  The driver exited the vehicle and attempted to flee on foot.  He was tazed after failing to obey officers' orders.  It is believed that the 57-year-old male driver was under the influence of a controlled substance that was located in his vehicle. A blood test was performed and charges of driving under the influence are pending.  The man was lodged at the St. Louis County Jail for fleeing a police officer, speeding, and failing to stop.  





On 07/10/16 at 11:13 p.m., Officer Enright was advised of an attempt to locate on a vehicle traveling northbound in the southbound lanes on Miller Trunk Highway.  Officer Enright located the vehicle near Lavaque Road on the highway and observed that it was weaving within its lane and also crossing the center line.  The 48-year-old driver stated he was having a diabetic issue.  He was checked and medically cleared by the Hermantown Volunteer Fire Department, who stated his blood sugar was normal.  The man performed field sobriety testing, including a preliminary breath test with resulted in a reading of .261% blood alcohol content.  The man was ultimately lodged at the St. Louis County Jail for 3rd degree DWI, .08 or more, and open bottle.  A firearm located in the vehicle was taken for safekeeping.  


  


Accidents:


On 07/11/16 at 8:18 p.m., Officer Pernu was dispatched to an accident in the 5800 block of Morris Thomas Road.  The 26-year-old female driver began hydroplaning at the bottom of a hill.  She overcorrected, causing her to cross into the oncoming lane and then into the ditch.  The vehicle rolled onto its passenger side and came to rest against a utility pole.  The driver stated she was going around 50 mph in a posted 40 mph zone. 





Animal Disturbance:


On 07/10/16 at 6:18 p.m., Officer Enright was advised that a Timber Ridge Lane resident wanted to report that her 23-year-old husband had been bitten by a neighbor's dog around 2:30 a.m.  The man stated he had gone down to a fire that the neighbor was having to introduce himself and when he reached to shake the hand of one of the men, he was bit by a small dog.  The dog's 33-year-old owner stated that both the younger man and his wife had come to the fire uninvited and unannounced.  He stated that at one point, the man had entered the residence uninvited and was asked to leave.  





Miscellaneous:


On 07/12/16 at 6:11 a.m., Officer Jones observed a truck in the ditch on Miller Trunk Highway near Skyline Lanes and prepared to tow it.  During an inventory of the vehicle, a loaded 12-gauge shotgun was located under the backseat.  Officer Jones also noted beer cans visible in the center console of the truck.  The 56-year-old owner of the vehicle responded to the Hermantown Police Department later in the morning to get the tow slip for his vehicle and his gun.  The man told Officer Jones that it is legal to transport a shotgun underneath the seat in Alabama, where he's from.  He was advised that's not the case in Minnesota and he needs to follow local laws. Officer Jones was unable to release the shotgun to the man at the time because he was still intoxicated.  He was also advised that he could not pick up his vehicle until he was sober.





Theft / Burglary / Shoplifting:


On 07/12/16 at approximately 3:30 p.m., Officer Pernu was advised of two female shoplifters at Walmart.  A 17-year-old was observed selecting a box of hair coloring and her friend selected three boxes.  The teenager then concealed all four boxes into a purse and attempted to walk out the doors.  She was issued a citation for theft.  The other female left the property.  





On 07/15/16, a 27-year-old female reported that her vehicle had been towed to a Hanson Road residence a few weeks ago and waiting to be repaired.  The woman stated that when she went to the residence today, she discovered that her vehicle was no longer there.  Officer Battaglia spoke to a number of people regarding the vehicle and none admit to knowing the whereabouts.  





On 07/15/16, a Lavaque Road resident reported the theft of a $250 tablet.  The man told Officer Williams that he believes a 19-year-old family member took it, as he had allowed her to stay in the home for a couple weeks and it disappeared right after she was asked to leave.  
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