[image: image1.jpg]


AROUND TOWN
A Publication of the Hermantown Police Department
Date: July 3, 2016 to July 9, 2016  

[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.png]






Chief


James M. Crace





Deputy Chief


Shawn Padden





Patrol Sergeants


William Marsolek


Jon Esterbrooks





Detective Bureau


Mark Gunderson (SGT)


Jason Salo (Detective)


Lisa Perich (SRO/CRO)





Officers


Tom Wick 


Kristi Hansen


Griffin Pfeiffer (K-9)


Tim Battaglia


Clinton Jones


Jon Pernu (K-9)


Jon Enright


Jake Williams








Clerical


Jessica Sorensen


Luanne McMillan


Dana Serum





K-9


Tuuko


Jack























�





The following are selected police related incidents that the Hermantown Police Department has responded to this week.





Disturbance:


On 07/07/16 shortly before noon, Officer Battaglia was advised of two males throwing fireworks from a vehicle.  The vehicle was reported to be traveling south on Lavaque Road.  Officer Battaglia located the vehicle and the two 16-year-old occupants.  The teens admitted to throwing firecrackers out the window. Officer Battaglia took the firecrackers they had left.  


  


Suspicious Activity:


At 1:30 a.m. on 07/04/16, Officer Pernu observed a suspicious vehicle on the side of a Haines Road gas station where there were no lights.  The occupants claimed they had gotten lost trying to find I-35.  A routine check of the occupants showed that a 32-year-old female had an outstanding warrant out of LeSeur County.  She was lodged at the St. Louis County Jail.  





On 07/05/16 at 5:47 p.m., officers received the report of a male walking along Haines Road with a plastic shopping bag and a machete.  Officers checked the area and did not locate anyone.  No other callers reported a similar suspicious man. 





At 11:22 p.m. on 07/06/16, Officer Pernu made contact with the driver of a suspicious vehicle in the area of Maple Grove Road and Loberg Avenue.  It was determined that the driver got lost trying to deliver Erbert and Gerberts to Edgewood Vista. 





Damage to Property:


On the morning of 07/04/16, a Midway Road resident reported a destroyed mailbox.  He stated that a neighbor had heard a crash around 1:30 a.m. and that a few mailboxes near his were also taken out.  A vehicle's side mirror was found lying in the ditch.  





Miscellaneous:


On 07/04/16 at 8:10 p.m., Sgt. Marsolek and assisting officers were dispatched to a drug overdose call at a St. Louis River Road residence.  The 21-year-old victim's boyfriend advised officers that he bought heroin for them to share and that she had passed out within minutes of taking hers.  The man was concerned that their 1-year-old child might be taken away because of this incident.





Driving Under the Influence:


On 07/09/16 at 1:30 a.m., Officer Enright performed a traffic stop on a vehicle in the area of Maple Grove and Loberg after it performed several u-turns and failed to signal lane changes.  The 31-year-old male was slurring his words and was unsteady on his feet.  The man failed field sobriety testing.  He stated he had not had anything to drink but that he had taken prescription medication.  Charges of driving under the influence are pending results of a blood test.  





Traffic:


During the week of 07/03/16 to 07/09/16, Hermantown officers performed 107 traffic stops, 57 of which were coded as being part of the Toward Zero Death initiative.  Drivers were cited for 16 offenses and warned for 99 offenses.





Public Assist:


On 07/03/16, shortly before 7 p.m., a gas station employee reported that a teenage female told him she ran away.  Officers located the 14-year-old and determined that she ran away after being grounded.  She was transported home.





On 07/05/16, Officer Pernu was advised that a 35-year-old wanted to report an incident regarding an order for protection.  He stated that his 27-year-old ex-girlfriend has an order against him and that she walked into a local bar while he was there.  He said that he didn't feel that he should have to leave if he was there first.   





Accidents:


On 07/06/16, shortly before 11 a.m., Officer Perich was advised of an accident in the Walmart parking lot.  A witness had seen a man hit a parked vehicle, then move to another aisle to park his van.  The 51-year-old man was ultimately cited for hit and run, as he had made no attempt to notify the owner of the vehicle he had hit.





Theft / Burglary / Shoplifting:


Shortly before 3 p.m. on 07/04/16, Sgt. Marsolek responded to Walmart for a shoplifter.  The 44-year-old male had been seen concealing items into Walmart bags.  The items taken were valued at $46.74 and included beach towels, a shark, a swim vest and a swim trainer.  The man was cited for theft and was trespassed from Walmart properties.  





On the morning of 07/05/16, a Hermantown business owner reported the theft of a trailer and forklift forks from behind the building.  The value of the trailer is approximately $5,000.





On the evening of 07/05/16, a 22-year-old woman reported the theft of her vehicle.  She stated that she and a 21-year-old male friend had gone to Walmart and he stayed in the car while she went inside.  Upon exiting the store, she found that her car was gone.  Officer Pernu spoke to the man on the phone and he stated that he had permission to use the car and he left it parked downtown.  





On 07/05/16 at 5:29 p.m., Officer Jones was advised of a female shoplifter that fled Walmart in a vehicle.  He located the vehicle in a nearby parking lot and spoke to the 28-year-old occupant of the vehicle.  A number of clothing items with Walmart tags were located in the rear seat of the vehicle.  Officer Jones also located a pipe and hypodermic needles.  The woman was issued a citation for theft and possession of needles and paraphernalia.  She was trespassed from Walmart.  The value of the items taken was $180.55.





On 07/06/16 at 1:38 p.m., Officer Perich was advised of a male shoplifter at Walmart that seen concealing items in his pants and under his shirt.  The man fled from Walmart, running into nearby woods.  Loss Prevention identified the man as a 29-year-old previous shoplifter that had been trespassed.  The items taken in this incident included a Bluetooth, body wash, soap, and deodorants.  





On the afternoon of 07/07/16, Walmart reported two male shoplifters that attempted to steal $775.93 of items by placing them outside the garden center fence.  The two males were scared off when a loss prevention employee walked toward them as they were trying to pick up the items.  The items included DVDs, Blu-Rays, and video games.  A 29-year-old male was positively identified and charges have been requested.  A 33-year-old male is suspected of being the second male involved in the incident.





On 07/07/16 at 10:40 p.m., officers were advised of a male that had refused to pay his $25 cab fare after being brought to a Haines Road residence.  The 72-year-old male cab driver stated he picked the man up in West Duluth and after transported him to the residence.  Upon arrival, the man stated he only had $2 and jumped out of the cab when the driver told him he would bring him to the jail.  The 19-year-old male passenger was issued a citation for theft of services.  
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